HOUSING
the sink and a separate water closet. There are usually
three living-rooms with an area of about 28 square metres.
Many of the houses are in bad condition, many of them are
verminous; but it is safe to say that 90 per cent of the
families in Moscow would improve their housing conditions
beyond recognition if they could have to themselves one of
these houses \vhich are being pulled down in Manchester as
unfit for human habitation.
RENTS
The outstanding fact about house rents in Moscow is that
no interest or sinking fund is paid on capital. The scale
of rents is fixed so as to cover the necessary charges for
carrying on the house management: administration., repairs,
insurance, cleaning, and cultural activities.
The rent of each tenant is based on the number of square
metres of living room (which has the advantage for an in-
quirer that every tenant knows exactly how many square
metres he has!) There is a basic rental dependent on the
location of the building, the location of the apartment in
the building, the quality of the premises, etc.; and a personal
rate depending on the income of the head of the family, with
reductions (not exceeding a total of 10 per cent) for de-
pendent children. The whole thing is very complicated;
it does not seem to be of much importance from the stand-
point of the foreigner, as in practice the rent seems to work
out as a rule not far from one rouble per square metre per
month. By law, the rent cannot exceed 10 per cent of the
income of the chief wage-earner, nor can it exceed 1*65
roubles per square metre in a new house, or i -33 roubles in
an old house.
The house management department of the Mossoviet
gave me a table showing the average rents for houses
managed by the Mossoviet and managed by tenants3 co-
operatives respectively. The total area of house-room
covered by this table was 10 million square metres, or 60
per cent of all the housing area in Moscow; of this area
75 per cent is managed by co-operatives, 25 per cent by the
Mossoviet house management department.
The table relates to total sums expended during the
financial year 1935*
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